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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.27 pm]: Thank you, Mr President. My member’s statement, with 
your concurrence, will be made instead of a personal explanation that I intended to seek leave to make earlier in 
the day but could not because I was away from the house on urgent parliamentary business.  

I took offence today at a term that was shouted across the table at me, which called me a “reject National 
candidate”. I think that was an offensive, misleading, very nasty and unparliamentary term. I would like to set 
the record straight and explain how that term may have arisen. I remind members of the National Party that I 
have been a member of the Australian Labor Party since 1999—very proudly so. My Labor heritage dates back 
to the post-war era when my grandfather was a personal friend of the great Ben Chifley. I have very deep and 
entrenched Labor roots and—I am sorry—there is no way I could have ever considered being a member of the 
National Party.  

National Party members may remember that the current leader of the National Party, Hon Brendon Grylls, was 
elected in 2001 in a by-election in the then seat of Merredin. Members may remember that at that election the 
National Party had asked me personally to stand as a Labor candidate and direct preferences back towards the 
WA Nationals, which I did. The WA Nationals were successful in that seat in that election campaign, because at 
that time, like now, the divisions between the Liberal and National Parties were there for all to see, and it was the 
intent of the state Liberal Party to take that seat from the WA Nationals, which would have denied the WA 
Nationals party status and the resources that go with that. That is a bit of history. I was happy to do that and 
came out publicly at that time in support of the National’s candidate for the seat of Merredin, Brendon Grylls, 
and was happy to say that I was instrumental in his election to the Parliament.  
Although in recent times there have been some very fine, decent members of the National Party representing the 
party in this house and in the other place, sadly, the Nationals’ success has drawn to them an element of 
unpleasantness and nastiness. I will refer to a telephone conversation. After several days of trying to make 
contact with this person, I chose to leave a voice message. I think this is what Hon Jim Chown was referring to 
in his claim today and backed up outside the chamber. I left a voice message with the candidate for Geraldton, 
Shane Van Styn, who rang me daily wanting to know Labor’s position on preferences in the seat of Geraldton. 
During that exchange I told Shane Van Styn that I was certainly not the person to be talking to; I would find out 
what I could and, for what it was worth, I would support him in his endeavours to gain Labor preferences. I 
made the comment to him that should I not have been a member of the Australian Labor Party, I could quite 
easily have sat with the Nats. That was the comment I made and I stand by that, because in my view it would 
better than sitting with the Libs.  

Hon Jim Chown interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Hon Jim Chown needs to be very careful. That conversation was recorded. 

Hon Peter Katsambanis interjected. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Hon Peter Katsambanis needs to be careful because he has a law background. That 
conversation was recorded without my consent or knowledge in breach of the Telecommunications 
(Interception) Amendment Act 2006. That comment was recorded — 

Hon Nick Goiran: What’s that got to do with it? 

Hon DARREN WEST: I am just saying — 

Hon Nick Goiran: Go on. 

Hon DARREN WEST: The member should listen. 
Hon Nick Goiran interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the member make his own statement. 

Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr President. 

That conversation—that voice message—was recorded without my knowledge or consent and circulated widely 
to media outlets in Western Australia against my knowledge or consent, which, as far as I can see, on my legal 
advice, is a direct breach of the federal telecommunications legislation. If members want to keep bringing it up, 
it is possibly the subject of a legal matter, so you guys with a legal background know what all that stands for. 
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There is no way known, with the current attraction of such types as Shane Van Styn from Geraldton and Vince 
Catania—people who I think have the ethics of an alley cat—that I could ever join such an organisation as the 
National Party. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members, order! You have to come to order. You cannot just continue your private 
conversations if it suits you. Hon Dave Grills wishes to take a point of order. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Hon DAVE GRILLS: The member said morals of an alley cat. When we are talking about things in here, I 
think that is quite inappropriate—morals of an alley cat. I would just like to ask Hon Darren West to withdraw 
that statement. 
The PRESIDENT: Member, it is the normal practice here that if a particular member takes offence at an 
expression, they are entitled to ask for it to be withdrawn. 
Hon Sue Ellery: Not all the time, Mr President. 
The PRESIDENT: This is a courtesy—I am not making a ruling in this case—and I am inviting the member to 
consider that courtesy, but I am not insisting. 
Hon DARREN WEST: Thank you, Mr President. I will withdraw that statement that they have the morals of an 
alley cat and I might replace that with my view that I think they have the morals of a snake. There we go. 

Statement Resumed 
Hon DARREN WEST: I have never intended and will never intend to join the Western Australian National 
Party. I do not believe in the principles that the Western Australian National Party stands for. What it stands for 
is to tag along behind the Liberals. I stand quite proudly on this side of the house. I hope that these references do 
not continue. They are based on a breach of a federal act, and I think that in the future members may be a little 
bit more circumspect in their assumptions and their statements about my political allegiances. 
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